
Celebrating with love 

and gratitude the life of 

Noelene Anne Rosengren 
Born: 6 December 1938  

 Born to Eternal Life: 4 October 2020   
 

 
 

“Her children are the first to call her blessed,  
her husband is loud in her praise”  

Proverbs 31:28 
 

Funeral  Mass 
Saint Patrick’s Church, Fortitude Valley 

BRISBANE 
 

Celebrant: Fr Peter Dillon 



Entrance Hymn:  Come As You are 
 

1. Come as you are 
That’s how I want you 
Come as you are 
Feel quite at home 
Close to my heart 
Loved and forgiven 
Come as you are 
Why stand alone? 

 

2. No need to fear 
Love sets no limits 
No need to fear 
Love never ends 
Don’t run away 
Shamed and disheartened  
Rest in my love 
Trust me again. 

 
3. Come as you are 

That’s how I love you 
Come as you are 
Trust me again 
Nothing can change  
The love that I bear you 
All will be well 
Just come as you are. 

 

 

Words of Welcome and Introduction – Fr Peter Dillon 
 
Placing of Symbols: Nursing photo Noelene, red high heels, pearls, plate of 
melting moments, crossword dictionary, white orchid, volunteer award  
 
(Peter, Louise, Anthony, Genevieve, Jacqueline, Courtney Max) 
 
 

Opening Prayer 



Words of Remembrance and Reflection:   
Eulogy prepared by family – Michael Rosengren 
Reflection on Noelene's Life 
 Music: You Raise Me Up – Celtic Woman 
 
 

First Reading: (Geraldine Knapp) 
A Reading from the book of Ecclesiastes: (3:1-8) 
 

There is an appointed time for everything, and a time for every occupation 
under the heavens.  
A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to uproot 
the plant.  A time to hurt, and a time to heal; a time to tear down, and a 
time to build.  
A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance. 
A time to scatter stones, and a time to gather them; a time to embrace, 
and a time to be far from embraces.  
A time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away. 
A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to be silent, and a time to speak. 
A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.  
God has made everything appropriate to its time, and has put the timeless 
into their hearts, without people ever discovering, from beginning to end, 
the work which God has done. 
The Word of the Lord 
Response: Thanks be to God 

 
Responsorial Psalm:   Psalm 23 
 

 

Refrain:  Shepherd me O God, beyond my wants, 
   beyond my fears, 
   from death into life. 
 
1. God is my shepherd, so nothing I shall want,  

I rest in the meadows of faithfulness and love. 
I walk by the quiet waters of peace. 
 
 



2. Gently you raise me up and heal my weary soul,  
you lead me by pathways of righteousness and truth, 
my spirit shall sing the music of your name. 

 

3. Though I shall wander the valley of death, 
I fear no evil, for you are at my side,  
your rod and your staff, my comfort and my hope. 
 

4. You have set me a banquet of love 
in the face of hatred, 
crowning me with love beyond my power to hold. 

 

5. Surely your kindness and mercy follow me 
all the days of my life 
I will dwell in the house of my God for evermore. 
 

Second Reading: (Stephen Rosengren) 
St Paul to the Philippians 4:4-9 
 

I want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord;  I repeat, what I want is 
your happiness.  Let your tolerance be evident to everyone:  the Lord is 
very near.  There is no need to worry;  but if there is anything you need, 
pray for it, asking God for it with prayer and thanksgiving, and that peace 
of God, which is so much greater than we can understand, will guard your 
hearts and your thoughts, in Christ Jesus.  Finally, friends, fill your minds 
with everything that is true, everything that is noble, everything that is 
good and pure, everything we love and honour, and everything that can be 
thought virtuous or worthy of praise.  Then the God of peace will be with 
you. 
Response: The Word of the Lord 
 

Gospel Acclamation:  Celtic Alleluia 
 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John   14:1-6 
 

Jesus said to his disciples: 
Do not let your heart be troubled. 
Trust in God still, and trust in me. 



There are many rooms in my Father’s house; 
If there were not, I should have told you. 
I am going to prepare a place for you, 
And after I have gone and prepared you a place, 
I shall return to take you with me; 
So that where I am 
You may be too. 
You know the way to the place where I am going. 
Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going, so how can we 
know the way?’ Jesus said: 
I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
No one can come to the Father except through me. 
 

THE GOSPEL OF THE LORD 
Response: Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Homily:  Fr. Peter Dillon 
 
Prayers of the Faithful:  
 (Cath Fennelly, Isabel Nash, Millie Lloyd, Jack Brumby,  
   Moira Clohessy, Andrew Rosengren, David Rosengren) 
 

Priest: Let us turn to Christ Jesus with confidence and faith in the 
power of his Cross and Resurrection. 

 Response:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray in thanksgiving for Noelene, a woman of honesty, loyalty, integrity 
and generosity, a woman who loved and was devoted to her family.  May 
her life continue to be an inspiration for all of us.   Lord, hear us. 
 

As Mother and Nana, she loved us, was intensely proud of us and gave us 
encouragement in all that we did.  We give thanks for this example of 
unconditional love.   Lord, hear us. 
 
We thank you for the gift of Grandad.  He has inspired us with the love that 
he has shown Nana over the last 59 years and his compassion and 
kindness, particularly over the last six months.  May he be comforted by his 
family that surround him.   Lord, hear us.  



 

Lord be with us when we are sad and help us always remember the happy 
times we all had together with our Mother and Nana.  Help us to continue 
to be there for each other.  Lord ,hear us. 
 
We thank you for the graces and blessings you bestowed on Noelene in 
this life, especially her compassion, gentleness, kindness, understanding 
and sense of humour.  Lord, hear us. 
 
Lord, we remember Mum’s family and friends who have gone before her, 
especially her grandson, Ned, her sister, Helen, and her parents, David and 
Nell.   May they be reunited in heaven and enjoy the rewards of eternal 
life.   Lord, hear us.   
 
We give thanks for those who cared for and supported mum during her 
illness, particularly Dr Bill Lukin and the doctors and nursing staff at 
Greenslopes Hospital, the Royal Brisbane Hospital and St Vincent’s 
Hospital.  Support and guide them in their daily work.  Lord, hear us. 
 
Priest: Lord our God, we place our prayers before you, confident that 
you will hear us, knowing that we wish to pray only that your kingdom 
come and your will be done in us.   We ask you this through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. 
 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 
Offertory & Preparation of the Gifts:   Granddaughters 
 

 
Holy Holy: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of hosts heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest!  
 
Eucharistic Prayer: 
 



Memorial Acclamation: 
We proclaim your death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection, until you 
come again 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Sign of Peace 
 

Lamb of God: 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world: 
Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God you take away the sins of the world:  
Grant us peace. 

 
Communion Songs:    
 

On Eagle’s Wings  
 

You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, 
Who abide in his shadow for life, 
Say to the Lord: “My refuge, my rock in whom I trust!” 
 

REFRAIN:    
    And he will raise you up on eagle’s wings, 
    bear you on the breath of dawn, 
    make you to shine like the sun, 
    and hold you in the palm of his hand. 
 
The snare of the fowler will never capture you, 
and famine will bring you no fear; 
under his wings your refuge, 
his faithfulness your shield. 
 
You need not fear the terror of the night, 
nor the arrow that flies by day; 
though thousands fall about you,  
near you it shall not come.      



For to His angels He’s given a command 
to guard you in all of your ways; 
upon their hands they will bear you up, 
lest you dash your foot against a stone. 
 

Hail Mary: Gentle Woman 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you. 
Blessed are you among women, 
And blest is the fruit of your womb, Jesus. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God,  
Pray for us sinners now and at the hour of death.  Amen. 
 
Refrain 
Gentle woman, quiet light.  Morning star so strong and bright. 
Gentle Mother, peaceful dove, teach us wisdom, teach us love. 
 
You were chosen by the Father; you were chosen for the Son 
You were chosen from all women and for woman shining one. 
 
Blessed are you among woman.  Blest in turn all women too 
Blessed they with peaceful spirits.  Blessed they with gentle hearts.   
 
Prayer after Communion: 
 

 
Final Commendation and Farewell 
 
 

Prayer of Farewell: 
 

Priest: Saints of God, come to her aid! 
  Hasten to meet her, Angels of the Lord 
 

All:  Receive her soul and present her to God the most high  
  

Priest:  May Christ, who called you, take you to Himself 
  May the angels lead you to Abraham’s side 
 

All:   Receive her soul and present her to God the most high 
 



Priest: Eternal rest grant unto Noelene, O Lord, and let perpetual light  
  shine upon her. 
 

All:  Receive her soul and present her to God the most high. 
 

Cantor:  May the Choir of Angels 
 
Ritual of Honouring With Incense and Holy Water 
 
Final Blessing: 
 
Pall Bearers:  
Michael, Peter, Stephen, Andrew, David and Anthony Rosengren 

 
Recessional Song:   
 
Irish Blessing – All Hallows’ School choir 
 
(Noelene had 100% Irish heritage.  All four of her grandparents 
emigrated independently from Ireland in the 1890s and met and 
married in Australia) 

 
May the road rise up to meet you, 
May the wind be always at your back, 
May the sun shine warm upon your face, 
May the rain fall soft upon your fields, 
And until we meet again, 
May God hold you in the hollow of his hand. 
 
Family and friends are invited to exit the church and form a 
guard of honour towards the main gate. 
 

Violin Postlude:  Sr Catherine Strohfeld rsm 
 
 

 



Our Mother – The Essence of Love 

 

Love is a funny thing and can take many forms but our mother 
epitomises the quintessential nature, the essence of living a love 
filled life.  Love is about giving and not expecting anything in 
return. Love is about generating happiness for yourself and all 
those around you. Love requires hard decisions, discipline and self-
sacrifice. Love is something very simple and yet profound; it is the 
moment when you look at the ordinary and see the extraordinary.  
Love is about making a difference in everything you do. When you 
are in love with the world you are in touch with an incredible 
energy and a passion for living – our mother is love. 
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Noelene has been an important part of our lives. You too have 

experienced the friendship, support and guidance of this 

woman we know as sister, wife, mother, mother-in-law, 

grandmother, great-grandmother, friend and volunteer. You 

too have been part of her life’s journey. Thank-you for being 

here today, and sharing in this celebration of thanksgiving for 

Noelene’s life. Your support and prayers are greatly 

appreciated.  Please join us for refreshments after the mass 

at Victoria Park.  
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